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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION  

 

The Yellow Book puts together a guide to advocacy cases of Right to Education 

in Pakistan in three streams, (1) stories of Education activism from ITAôs 

Education Youth Ambassadors in remote areas, (2) School Report Cards that 

present the appalling situation of various schools and the need for social activism, 

and (3) the role of social media in campaigning for the Right to Education.  

The Yellow Book brings together stories from the field, real-life experiences 

shared by ITAôs Education Youth Ambassadors in their campaign for Right to 

Education. The Yellow Book aims to present the ground realities of Education 

Activism around Pakistan, giving local context that is vital for the implementation 

of any Education policy. 

The Yellow Book specifically highlights the hard work and commitment of many 

inspirational women advocating for the Right to Education. As this book, 

especially Chapter 3, shows, women have been instrumental in leading 

community mobilization for Right to Education, for children and adult literacy. 

Women have used their limited resources in various creative ways, resulting in 

community-led projects focused on multifaceted issues, like out of school 

children and womenô empowerment. These stories are very inspirational for all 

rights activists and provide lessons that all other similar initiatives can learn from.  

The Yellow book also provides a comparative case study of specific schools in 

rural areas of Pakistan, emphasizing the need for Education activism. It introduces 

the School Report Cards, a campaigned spearheaded by EYAs, that present a 

detailed visual perspective on particular schools. This brings to light the various 

issues faced by Educational institutions in Pakistan, contrasting how schools in 

different geographical regions are functioning. This includes the basic facilities 

present, the availability and qualifications of teachers, and the infrastructural 
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Read the interactive Global Education 

Monitoring Youth Report here! 

 

conditions. This exploration is done keeping in mind the learning outcomes, by 

gender, prevalent in the relevant district.  

Moreover, the Yellow Book also presents an overview of some recent social 

media campaigns on Right to Education. This is a very important and relevant 

resource as social media is becoming increasingly useful in galvanizing support 

for and organizing mass movements. A discussion on the strengths of specific 

social media campaigns is included, with a guide to what makes such a campaign 

effective.   

We hope that this Book provides recognition to those striving for the Right to 

Education, and helps mobilize those who are willing to take the next step toward 

Education activism.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How to use this book: 

¶ Navigate to Chapter 2 for Stories from Sindh, 

and Chapter 3 for Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

¶ Navigate to Chapter 4 for a brief analysis on the 

situation of schools in Panu Akil, Sukkur, and 

Babuzai, Swat 

¶ Navigate to Chapter 5 for a discussion on social 

media and the Right to Education Campaign 

 

 

  

http://gem-report-2019.unesco.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/GEMR_2019-YouthReport-EN_Interactive.pdf
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CHAPTER 2: STORIES FROM SINDH 

 

The ITA team, along with Education Youth Ambassadors, have worked tirelessly in Sukkur to help 

materialize Right to Education in Pakistan. Here are some stories and experiences of Education activism 

from Sindh.  

2.1 A Girl with Dreams but Lack of Opportunity  

 

For most girls in the rural areas of Shikarpur, access to Education is more a privilege than a basic 

and recognized right. There are numerous girls who are still deprived of their fundamental Right 

to Education. The main factors that pose obstacles in their access to Education are inaccessibility 

to schools, missing facilities, shortage of separate girlsô schools, poor quality of Education, 

religious finalism and cultural customs and traditions that prevail in certain areas. All these 

factors also result in poor retention rate of female students in schools, becoming a further 

obstacle in Education. 

Severa, a 14 year old girl, belongs to Khosa, and resides in a small village of Misri Khan 

Chachar, District Sukkur. She comes from a disadvantaged socio-economic background and has 

four other siblings. Even though, her parents noticed her interest in Education, she dropped out 

of school in the 4th class.  Her motivation to gain knowledge was further amplified as she saw her 

brothers going to school every day. However, due to poverty and reluctance of parents to educate 

girls, she had to drop out of school. 

Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi (ITA) 

introduced the Right to Education 

(RTE) Campaign, which aims to 

achieve Free and Quality Education for 

all by generating increased awareness 

and support amongst the youth, school 

teachers and communities under the  

Article 25-A of the Constitution.  

Article 25A gives Right to Free and 

Quality Education to all children 

between the ages of 5-16 years. One 

day, one of ITAôs EYAs, named Mrs. 

Saima Noureen and Mrs. Farheen 

Qureshi, conducted a mothersô 

awareness session in the village. They raised awareness about high drop-out rate and low 

enrollment in school. Ms. Savera was one of the children identified who dropped out of school 

but were highly motivated. Teachers and ITA volunteers persuaded parents to value girlsô 

Education. 
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It was the first time that such an awareness session was conducted in which those children were 

identified who were eligible and interested in learning, but were out of school. Her parents also 

appreciated ITA for such a wonderful step taken in their village. They were informed about girlsô 

only schools in the locality where Savera could easily study; it was an ideal situation for them. 

Now, after completing one year, Miss Savera is a brilliant and extra ordinarily talented child. She 

was found to be a model student in all classes around the village, and her performance in 

reading, writing, memorizing and understanding has remained outstanding. Her mother has 

expertise in dress-making and embroidery, and 

Savera also learned to stich clothes and do 

embroidery, helping her mother in her work. 

Girls like Ms. Savera are an asset of Pakistan and 

may brighten the future generations of the country.               

 

Piece written by Abdul Karim Soomro  

Assistant RTE, ITA, Sukkur, Sindh 
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2.2 Re-opening Schools and Bringing Communities together  

 

In the Village of Yousuf Mochi, there was no concrete concept of Education and the villagers 

were also resistant to educating girls. There was a 

school which was closed for many years, 

however, in the records of the Government it was 

functional. The school teachers never reported 

this and the school building was in poor 

condition. There was only one room which was 

good enough for the community person to 

conduct their Otak/Bethak in the evening.  

Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi conducted the 

Muahallah Committee session of the village and 

found out that many children were already 

admitted in the Government schools, and others 

were eager to enroll. Since the condition of the 

schools in this village was not good, ITA not only repaired these schools but also provided 

necessary equipment in the DC-III project 2015. In addition, ITAôs team had multiple sessions 

with the villagers about girlsô Education and many of them agreed to take action. 

After seeing that the schools were now functioning properly, the teachers also started reporting 

to their duties. In the first year, because of ITAôs efforts, 35 children were admitted in 

mainstream Education that were previously being home schooled or not studying at all. Today 

these girls and boys are studying in different classes in school. ITA introduced the idea of Early 

Childhood Education in this locality; ECE is still running in these schools and numerous children 

are getting Education, with optimistic learning outcomes. 

 

Piece written by Mr.  Ishfque Ahmed and Mr.  Shafique Ahmed 

ITA Education Youth Ambassadors, Yousuf Mochi, Sukkur 
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2.3 Ghost School in Mubarakpur 

 

In the district of Sukkur, Taluka Rohri, there was no Government or private school in the 15 

kilometer radius, containing 9 villages. The villages were named Village Allah Rakhiyo Kaenjo, 

Peer Bux Bhayo, Jeewan Rajar, Naseer Malik, Wali Mohammad Mangrio, Piyaro Mahar, Lundo, 

Jaan Mohammad Shanbani and Village Mubarakpur. 

There was one school building that was available in the Village Mubarakpur but it was not 

operational and was closed since many years. It was functional just on the record of the 

Government but the teachers never came to school. In addition, there were only two rooms in 

this building that could possibly be made into classes, others were in terrible condition.  

In this region, there was little importance given to Education and many villagers were resistant to 

girlôs Education. In these villages, the community person conducted Otaq/Bethak in the evening, 

where community issues were discussed. The ITA EYAôs conducted a Muhalla Committee 

session where Right to Free and Quality Education was addressed. They also conveyed the 

importance of girlsô Education, and tried to convince the parents to be supportive towards it. 

After all this effort, the door the discussing girlôs Education was opened and this was a topic of 

discussion in many households. Gradually, many of the villagers understood the importance of 

Education and allowed their daughters to pursue Education.  

This was a success as, due to the increased commitment to Education in the community, the 

school started functioning and teachers also 

began reporting to their duties. In the first 

year, ITA facilitated the enrollment of 10 

girls and 15 boys to school who were 

studying informally, if at all. Today they 

are studying in different grades at the 

school and learning eagerly. 

ITAôs introduced concept of ECE is still 

running in that school and 75 children are 

getting educated nowadays. 

 

 

Piece written by Mr. Abdul Samad Kaenjo and Mr.  Mushtaque Ahmed 

ITA Education Youth Ambassadors, Taluka Rohri, Sukkur  
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2.4 Volunteer-led Enrolment Campaign  

According to ASER 2018 district level data, the gap between enrolment of girls and boys is very 

vast; boys are almost twice as many in number than girls. This shows the ground reality, that 

access to Education for girls is not mainstream. Factors that pose obstacles to obtaining 

Education are inaccessibility to schools, 

lack of mobility and infrastructure, 

shortage of separate girl schools, low 

quality Education, extremist notions, and 

traditions prevalent in some areas which 

result in weak retention and enrollment 

rates of girls in schools. 

One day our team member (EYAs) 

named Mr. Abdul Samad Kanejo and Mr. 

Mustaque Ahmed Kanejo conducted 

separate awareness sessions for women 

and men in the village. These sessions 

targeted the concept of Right to 

Education to highlight the need to 

educate every child between the ages of 

5-16 years. The participants were also made aware that this is a Fundamental Right guaranteed 

by the Constitution, and that they should demand it.  

It was the first time that such a session was conducted in this village, where importance of 

womenôs Education was highlighted. The women and men who participated in these sessions 

said that they hadnôt realized the importance of Education, especially for girls. They appreciated 

this initiative of ITA to raise such awareness as it had informed them about their rights and 

liberties. The ITA team members worked very hard to educate the women and men to understand 

the importance of Education and enroll their children in school. 
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Now, after completing one year, numerous children are going to school, and the enrollment rates 

have risen. The children are quite brilliant and talented. They were found to be excellent students 

until the fifth grade and their performance in reading, writing, memorizing and understanding 

remains remarkable. There is still a problem of low retention rates as the perception of returns to 

schooling are low in the community.  

 

 

Piece written by Abdul Karim Soomro  

Assistant RTE, ITA, Sukkur 

  






































































