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» CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION



The Yellow Book puts together a guide to advocacy cases of Ridgtdutoation

in Pakistan in three streams, (1) stories Emfucationact i vi sm fr om |
EducationYouth Ambassadorin remote areas(2) School Report Cardhat

present theppallingsituation of various schootnd the need for social activism

and (3)the role ofsocial median campaigimg for the Right toEducation

The Yellow Book brings together stories from the field, Hdal experiences
shar ed EducatloYduthsAmbassadors in their campaign for Right to
Education The Yellow Book aims to present the ground realitieEdfication
Activism around Pakistamiving local context that is vital for the implementation
of anyEducationpolicy.

The Yellow Book specifically highlights the hard work and commitment of many
inspirational women advocating for the Right Education As this book,
especially Chapter 3 shows women have been instrumental in leading
community mobilization for Right té&cducation for children and adult literacy.

Women have used ¢ir limited resourcesn various creative ways, resulting in
communityled projects focused omnultifaceted isses, like out of school
children and womendé empower menforal These
rights activistsand provide lessons that all other similar initiatives can learn from.

The Yellowbook also provides a comparative case study e€ifip schools in

rural areas oPakistan emphasizing the need fRducationactivism It introduces

the School Report Cards campaigned spearheaded by EY#st present a
detailed visual perspective on particular schools. This brings to light the various
issues faced b¥ducatioml institutions in Pakistan, contrasting how schools in
different geographical regions are functioning. This inclutthesbasic facilities
present, the availability and qualifications of teachers, and the infrastructural
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conditions.This exploration is dond&eeping in mind the learning outcoméy
gender prevalent in the relevant district.

Moreover, the Yellow Book also preserdsa overview of some recessocial
media campaigns on Right #®ducation This is a very important and relevant
resource as social media is becoming increasingly useful in galvanizing support
for and organizing mass movements. A discussion on the strengths of specific
social media campaigns is included, with a guide to wh&emauch a campaign
effective.

We hope that this Book provides recognition to those striving for the Right to
Education and helps mobilize those who are willing to take the next step toward
Educationactivism.

Read the interactive Global Education® ¥ \=c=
Monitoring Youth Reporitere!

1 Navigate to Chapter 2 for Stories fr@mdh,
and Chapter 3 for Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

1 Navigate to Chapter 4 for a brief analysis on the
situation of schools in Panu Akil, Sukkur, and
Babuzai, Swat

1 Navigate to Chapter 5 for a discussion on social
media and the Right to Education Campaign
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» CHAPTER?2

STORIES FROM
SINDH



CHAPTER 2:STORIESFROM SINDH

The ITA team, along wittEducationYouth Ambassadors, have worked tirelessly in Sukikuhelp
materialize Right tdeducationin Pakistan. Here are some stories and experiendédumfation activism
from Sindh.

2.1A Girl with Dreams but Lack of Opportunity

For mostgirls in the rural areas of Stakpur, access tBducations mae aprivilege than a basic
and recognizedght. There are numerous gisgho arestill deprived of theifundamentaRight
to Education The man factors that pose obstacles in their accegsteationare inaccessibility
to schools, missing facilities, shortage of separnie r sch®dls, poor quality oEducation
religious finalism and cultural customs and traditions that prevademain areas. All these
factors also result in poor retention rate of female students in schmmasming a further
obstacle irEducation

Severaa 14 year old girlbelong to Khosa andresicesin a small village of Misri Khan
Chachar, District SukkuShe coms from a disadvantaged so@oconomic background arids
four other siblingsEven though, heparents notied her interest icducation she dropped out
of school in the % class. Her motivation to gain knowledgeas further amplifieds she aw her
brothers going to scho@very day However,due to poverty and reluctance of parents to eéucat
girls, she had to drop out of school.

Idarae-Taleemo-Aagahi (ITA) B
introduced the Right toEducation fEREet
(RTE) Campaign, which aims to :
achieve Free and Quigl Educationfor .
all by generating increased awarendse

and support amongst the youth, schq
teachers and communitiesnder the
Article 25-A of the Mnstitution.

Article 25A gves Right to Free ang
Quality Education to all children
between the ages of-5 years. One
day, one of| T ABY#s, named Mrs.
Saima Noureen and Mrs. Farheg
Qureshi conducted a ot*ther sé
awareness session in the village. They raised awareness about higbhudrape ad low
enrollment in school. M Savera was one of the childrefentified who dropped out of school
but were highly motivatedTeachersand ITA volunteerspersuaded parents talue girlsd
Education

<For Voice: Guideo Building Advocacy Cases 9 I



It was the first time that such an awareness session was conducted in which those children were
identified who were eligible and interestedl@arning but were out of schooHer parents also
appreciated ITA for such a wonderful step taken in theirgall@hey were informed abogti r | s 6
only schools in the locality where Savera could easily stitdyas a ideal situationfor them

Now, after completing one &, Miss Savera is a brilliaand extra ordinarily talented child. &h

was found to be a mobstudent in allclassesaround the villageand her performance in
reading, writing, memorizing and understanding has remadmsbsltandlng Her motherhas
expertise in dresmaking and embroidery, an S
Savera also learned to stich clothes and
embroidery helping her mother in her work.

Girls like Ms Saveraare an asset of Pakistamd |
may brighten the futurgeneration®f the country o

Piece written by Abdul Karim Soomro

Assistant RTEI|TA, Sukkur Sindh
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2.2Re-opening Schools andringing Communities together

In the Village of YousufMochi, there was no concrete conceptafucationand the villagers
were alsaesistant teeducating girls. There was a

school which was closed for many vyeal
however in the records of the @ernment it was
functional The school teachemever reported
this and the school building was in poot
condition. There was only one room which wi
good enough for the community person
conduct their Otak/Bethak in the evening.

Idarae-Taleemo-Aagahi conducted the
Muahallah Committee session of the village a
found out that manychildren were already
admitted in the Gvernment schools, and othe
were eager to enrollSince the condition of the
schools in this village was not good, ITA not only repdithese schools but also provided

necessargquipmentin the DGIII project 20151 n addi t i on, | TAG6s team

with the villagers about girlséd Educati on

After seeing that the schools were now fimwing properly the teachers also started reporting
to their duties. In the first yyabecause of | TAGs eaxef ddmitted n,
mainstreanEducationthat were previouslpeing home schooled or not studying at atiday
these girls and boysre studying in different class in school. ITAntroduced the idea diarly
ChildhoodEducationin this locality; ECE isstill running in these schools andmerouschildren
are gettingeducation with optimistic learning outcomes

Piece written by Mr. Ishfque Ahmed andMr. Shafique Ahmed
ITA Education Youth Ambassadorépusuf Mochi,Sukkur
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2.3Ghost School in Mubarakpur

In the district of Suklr, Taluka Rohri, there was noo&rnment or private school in the 15
kilometer radiuscontaining9 villages. The villages were named Village Allah Rakhiyo Kaenjo,
Peer Bux Bhayo, Jeewan Rajar, Naseer Malik, Wali Mohammad Mangrio, Piyaro Mahar, Lundo,
Jaan Mohammad Shanbani and Village Mubarakpur.

There was one school building that was available in the Village Mubarakpur but it was not
operational and was closed since many yeHrsvas functonal just on the record of the
Government but the teachers never came to schoaddition,there were onl two rooms in

this building thatould possibly benade into cissesothers were in terrible condition

In this region, lhere wadittle importance given t&ducationand manyillagers wereesistant to

g i rEdutationIn thesevillages the communig person conducted Otaq/Bethak in the evening

where community issues were discusséde ITA EYA G s ¢ oanMubadat Gnamittee
sessionwhere Right to Free and Quality Education was addressed. Theyaiseyed the

i mpor t an cHElucaidn argliried ltosconvince the parents to be supportive towérds
After all thiseffort t he door the discussing girléds Educ
discussion in many households. Gradually, manthefvillagers understood the importance of
Educaton and allowed their daughters to purgtohucation

ThIS was a success, asue to the increased commitment to Education in the commiindy,

\ V. school started functioning and teachers also
beganreporting to their duties. In the first
year, ITA facilitated the enrollment oflO
girls and 15 boys to school who were
studying idormally, if at all Today they
are studying in different grades at the
schooland learning eagerly

| T Aidteoducedconcept of ECEis still
running in that schoohnd 75 children are
getting educated nowadays.

Piecewritten by Mr. Abdul Samad Kaenjo andMr. Mushtaque Ahmed
ITA Education Youth AmbassadorBaluka Rohri, Sukkur
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2.4Volunteer-led Enrolment Campaign

According to ASER 2018 district level data, the gap betvegenlment of girls and boys is very

vast; boys are almost twi@s manyin number than girls. This shows the ground reality, that

access toEducationfor girls is not mainstreamFactors that pose obstagléo obtaining

i Educationare inaccessibility to schools,

| lack of mobility and infrastructure
shortage of separate girl schoolsw
quality Education extremist notionsand
traditions prevalent irsomeareas which
result in weak retentionand enrollment
rates of girls in schools.

One day our team member (EYAS)
named Mr Abdul Samad Kanejo and Mr
Mustaque Ahmed Kanejo conducted
separateawarenessessions for women

and menin the village. These sessions
targeted the concept of Right to
Education to highlight the need to
educate everchild between the ages of

5-16 yearsThe participants were also made aware that this is a Fundamental Right guaranteed
by the Constitution, and that they should demand it.

It was the first time that such session was conducted in thidlage, whereimportance of
womerd &ducationwas highlighted The women and men who participated in these sessions
sai d t ha trealizédeheg impostahece @tlucation especially for girlsThey appreciated
this initiative of ITA to raise such awareness it hadinformed them about their rights and
liberties The ITA team members worked vengrd to educate theomen andnen to understand

the importance oEducationand enroll their children in school
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Now, after completing one year, numeraimsldren are going to schqand the enroliment rates
have risen. The children agaite brilliantandtalented They were found to bexcellentstudents

until the fifth grade and their performance in reading, writing, mé&imy and understanding
remairs remarkableThere is still a problem of low retention rates as the perception of returns to
schooling are low in the community.

Piece witten by Abdul Karim Soomro

Assistant RTE, ITA, Sukkur
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