
 

 

 
 

Education Youth Ambassadors Guide:  

Planning Your  

‘Girls Stand #UpForSchool’ Event 

 



Girls Stand #UpForSchool  
This guide will help you to plan an event to show your support for education for all, alongside Youth 

Ambassadors all around the world, on International Women’s Day (IWD) on 8 March. IWD is a good day to 

celebrate the achievements and contributions of women and girls everywhere – and a time to make sure the 

next generation of women learns the skills to lead their communities and their countries in years to come. 

This is a great opportunity and moment to mobilise support for the #UpForSchool petition, and to raise the 

importance of Article 25A- Right to Education; calling for every girl and boy, wherever they are born, to have 

the chance to go to school and get a full education. 

 

Understand the Global Education Crisis 
Every child has a right to education.  Yet, around the world 58 million children remain out of primary school. 

More than half of these children – 31 million – are girls and more than 500 million girls will drop out before 

completing their basic education. The goal of getting every child in to school will not be achieved without 

eliminating the barriers that continue to keep girls out of school. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2015 we have a window of opportunity to put pressure on political leaders to keep their promise to get 

every boy and girl in to school. Together we can make International Women’s Day a key global moment that 

helps all children secure the right to go to school and learn. 

  

 

The Status of Girls’ Education 
 31 million girls are out of school, of whom 55% are expected never to enrol.   

 Over 100 million young women in low and lower middle-income countries cannot read a single 
sentence. 

 If all girls had primary education in sub-Saharan Africa and South and West Asia, child marriage 
would fall by 14%, from 2.9M to 2.5M, and if they had secondary schooling it would fall to just 1M.  

 Women reinvest 90% of earnings into their families compared to only 30-40% for men.  

 Ensuring that all girls achieve secondary education would mean 1.5 million more children surviving 
to their fifth birthday.  

 Almost a quarter of young women aged 15-24 today (116M) in developing countries have never 
completed primary school. 



Where to Start? 

Make a Plan 
Plan an advocacy event. Involve young people and decision-makers. Think about what works locally. Make it 

meaningful. Use this guide to help you. 

Consider the following: 

 What will have the biggest impact? 

 How can you link it with existing advocacy, partners and youth groups?  

 What’s realistic? How much time and what skills and contacts do you have?  

 Research the local context and consider what has been successful in the past. Use this guide as well as 
the Youth Tool Kit to help you.  

 Do you need support or advice to plan and deliver your event?  

 
 

Register Your Event  
8 March 2015 is International Women’s. Join young people around the world for a global movement to raise 

our voices for equal access to quality education.  

 Register your event with A World at School here 

 Recruit friends, family, local organisations to join you 

 Take pictures of your event and Facebook, Tweet, Instagram, or Vine them using the tags 

@aworldatschool, @itacec1, #UpForSchool, #IWD2015 
 
 

Get Tools 
Communications materials, listed below, will be available here on 24 February. 

 Social media shares (Girls Stand Up For School images, memes with famous quotes) 

 A presentation about discrimination against girls and the campaign that can be used/adapted for 
events 

 Key messages, tweets and Facebook posts 

 Press release  

 
 

Mobilise Online 
 You can mobilise, share your plans, events and messages via social media.  

 Stand #UpForSchool by sharing your old school photo 

 
 

Share Back 
Take pictures of your event and Facebook, Tweet, Instagram, or Vine them using the tags @aworldatschool, 

@itacec1, #UpForSchool, #IWD2015 and we'll share some of the best. 

https://secure.aworldatschool.org/page/event/create
https://www.facebook.com/AWorldAtSchool
https://twitter.com/aworldatschool
http://instagram.com/aworldatschool
https://vine.co/aworldatschool
https://twitter.com/aworldatschool
https://twitter.com/itacec1
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23upforschool
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23IWD2015&src=tyah
http://bit.ly/IWDgirlsed
https://www.facebook.com/AWorldAtSchool
https://twitter.com/aworldatschool
http://instagram.com/aworldatschool
https://vine.co/aworldatschool
https://twitter.com/aworldatschool
https://twitter.com/itacec1
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23upforschool
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23IWD2015&src=tyah


Example Events 
Run or march for education 

A march is a great way to show your community that 
people care about something. You can organize it 
online and bring materials for people to make signs 
so others know why you are marching. 
 
 
Talk to decision-makers 

Think about who and what will influence them. 
Research the local context; make a case and present 
evidence as to why the decision-makers should 
invest more in education. Meet with them, send 
letters, organise a social media campaign, and 
involve other young people.   
 
 
Youth takeover 

Work with decision-makers to organise a youth take-over of your parliament or council. Present your policy-
makers with copies of the Youth Resolution, a document calling on world leaders to deliver on the promise 
of education for all. 
 

 
Talks, presentations & tables 

Organise a talk with inspiring and influential 
speakers on the issue of education. Invite the 
community, people who work on education and 
decision-makers to attend. Set up a table at your 
school to involve the audience; get them talking 
to each other. Talk to a class at school about how 
education changes lives and millions are denied 
that right. Invite media, tweet and post a video 
online.  
 
 
 

 

Youth-led initiatives 

Work with a youth group to design and deliver a youth-led advocacy or campaign event. Partner and recruit 
through existing youth leadership groups and bring people together for a planning meeting to identify 
opportunities and resources. You may feel free to use the Youth Toolkit. 
 
 

Art Project 

Gather supplies and your friends and set up in a busy part of town or at your school. Ask people to write or 
draw why education is important to them, why they are #UpForSchool, or what their favourite book is. The 
possibilities are endless and while they draw you can talk to them about the status of girls’ education today 
and take pictures to share online. 

http://www.aworldatschool.org/global-youth-ambassadors/entry/Aghan-youth-protest-over-ban-on-school
http://www.globaleducationfirst.org/files/Youth_Resolution_print.pdf
http://www.aworldatschool.org/global-youth-ambassadors/entry/lulu-wins-nickelodeon-halo-award-and-holds-upforschool-petition-drive
http://www.aworldatschool.org/global-youth-ambassadors/entry/lulu-wins-nickelodeon-halo-award-and-holds-upforschool-petition-drive
https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=505514202922878&set=vb.239120166228951&type=2&theater
https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=505514202922878&set=vb.239120166228951&type=2&theater
http://issuu.com/globaleducationfirst/docs/youth_advocacy_toolkit_full_large


 Youth Mobilisation Event Plan  

Use this planning sheet to help make your advocacy objectives clear and to organize your event.  

Your name and contact details  

Location of event  

What needs to change? 
Our objective 

Tip: Choose one objective. Use words like ‘improve, 
decrease or increase’ to describe the change.  

 

Who do we need to influence? 

Tip: Identify the people or organisation you need to 
influence and what you need them to do which 
would bring about the big change, for example ‘the 
local council decides to….’ Avoid writing the actions 
and focus on the change you want to see. 

1. 
 

2. 
 

3. 

What do we need them to do? 

Tip: Now write down the specific activities you will 
carry out.  What type of event will work best in 
your community? 

Where will you host it? Who will you invite? How 
will you get the word out?  

Think about why you expect these activities to 
bring the desired change. 

 
 
 

Build a Team 

Who will you work with?  Reach out to youth 
groups, charities, schools, or media to partner with 
in the event. 

In some cases, we can help connect you with 
organisations on the ground. 

 

Managing risks 

Tip: Consider the risks. What can you do to manage 
them?  

 
 
 
 

Monitoring success 

Tip: Tell us how you will know if you’re successful; 
identify actions you can carry out to achieve 
success.  

 
 
 
 
 

Let us know!  

Register your event here to become an official A World at School event and help recruit others. Think of a title 
for your event and share it widely. Ask friends, colleagues, or partner organisations to help promote your event. 

Online presence 

Share what you're doing leading up to and on the day of your event on Facebook, Tweet, Instagram, or Vine 
them using the tags @aworldatschool, @itacec1, #UpForSchool, #IWD2015 and we'll share some of the best.  

http://www.aworldatschool.org/event/create
https://www.facebook.com/AWorldAtSchool
https://twitter.com/aworldatschool
http://instagram.com/aworldatschool
https://vine.co/aworldatschool
https://twitter.com/aworldatschool
https://twitter.com/itacec1
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23upforschool
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23IWD2015&src=tyah


Event Preparation Timeline 
 

When planning a successful event you must consider the ‘who’, ‘what’, ‘why’, ‘when’ and ‘where’. By taking 

the time to plan, organize, and gather others you are ensuring that the event will be successful with positive 

outcomes. 

 

One Month Before:  

 Choose an event. Examples are provided in this guide but feel free to be creative. Decide what type 

of event you think will be most interesting and beneficial for the education cause. 

  Set a date and time. The time of day and the day of the week should be considered for your guests. 

For example, if your guests are students consider having the event after school hours or if you want 

to include people who work during the day, the weekends are best. 

 Find a location. Make sure your event space is large enough for your guests and accessible for all. 

Examples include community centres, parks, and schools.  

  Plan your guest list. Reach out to a wide audience from friends to family members, colleagues, 

classmates, organisations, and local state holders.  

 Register your event with A World at School here. 

 

Three Weeks Before: 

 Send invites and advertise. Social media is a great way to promote your event and it’s free! Also 

consider emails, phone calls, and flyers for community announcement boards. 

 Recruit Volunteers. Think about how much help you will need in advance and on the day of the 

event. Ask reliable friends, family and other activists to donate their time. 

 Plan and coordinate logistics. Determine what supplies and arrangements are needed.  

 

One Week Before or Week of:  

 Confirm attendees.  Knowing how many guests there will be will help determine the event space 

needed. 

 Create a sign-in sheet. This is a helpful tool in following up with thank you notes or outcome reports 

for guests. 

 Prepare all materials. Print out and ready any signs and informational materials.  

 

Day of the Event: 

  Set-up early. Leave plenty of time for setup and materials in the event of any unforeseen hurdles. 

 Take pictures and Facebook, Tweet, Instagram, or Vine using the tags @aworldatschool, @itacec1, 

#IWD2015, #UpForSchool.  

  Have a great time!  

 

After the Event:  

 Say "thank you" to those who attended and took action. Include information on future events and 

other ways to stay involved in the global education cause. 

 

Source: AJWS 

https://secure.aworldatschool.org/page/event/create
https://www.facebook.com/AWorldAtSchool
https://twitter.com/aworldatschool
http://instagram.com/aworldatschool
https://vine.co/aworldatschool
https://twitter.com/aworldatschool
https://twitter.com/itacec1
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23IWD2015&src=tyah
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23upforschool
http://ajws.org/what_we_do/advocacy/advocacy_toolkit/materials/event_timeline.pdf


Advocacy Overview 

 

What is Advocacy? 

Advocacy is powerful because it… 

 Gives people a voice about issues that affect 

them.  

 Builds evidence on what needs to change and 

how that change can happen. 

 Influences people with power, changing how 

they think and act.  

 Changes society in a positive way towards greater 

social justice and equality. 

 

Who can you involve and influence? 
 Young people and youth groups 

 Schools, religious institutions, community centres 

 Partners, supporters and others who can help you deliver brilliant advocacy 

 Local and national decision-makers especially those who make decisions on budgets for investment 

in education  

 

What Success Looks Like 
Through our mobilisation we will… 

 Bring education to the top of the agenda for decision-makers across the world 

 Increase public awareness on reaching all children, especially girls and marginalized populations  

 Demand increased funding for education 

 Create grassroots campaign plans to reach zero exclusion from education by the end of 2015 

 Train and build leadership skills for youth campaigners 

 Gather signatures for the #UpForSchool campaign, making it the world’s largest! 

http://www.upforschool.org/


Informational Materials 

What is the International Women’s Day? 

All around the world, International Women's Day represents an opportunity to celebrate the achievements 

of women while calling for greater equality. 

Each year International Women's Day is celebrated on March 8. The first International Women's Day was 

held in 1911. Thousands of events occur to mark the economic, political and social achievements of women. 

Organisations, governments, charities, educational institutions, women's groups, corporations and the 

media celebrate the day. 

Make It Happen is the 2015 theme for the internationalwomensday.com global hub, encouraging effective 

action for advancing and recognising women. 

Various organisations identify their own International Women's Day theme, specific to their local context 

and interests. Many charities, NGOs and Governments also adopt a relevant theme or campaign to mark the 

day. For example, organisations like the UN, Oxfam, Women for Women, Care International, Plan 

International, World Association of Girl Guides & Girl Scouts and more - run exciting and powerful campaigns 

that raise awareness and encourage donations for good causes. The UN has been declaring an 

annual equality theme for many years. 

 

Additional Materials 
Youth Resolution 

Presented at the United Nations on Malala Day (12 July 2013), this document calls on world leaders to 

deliver on the promise of education for all. The Youth Resolution was developed with the assistance of the 

UN Global Education First Youth Advocacy Group. 

 

Youth Advocacy Toolkit 

The Youth Advocacy Toolkit was developed in partnership by A World at School, Plan International and the 

UN Global Education First Youth Advocacy Group. The purpose of this toolkit is to help children and youth 

advocate for education for all in an effective way. 

 

A World at School  

A World at School was founded as a digital mobilisation movement to get all children into school and 

learning by 2015. The website for A World at School has up to date news and articles about the education 

for all movement as well as features on our partners. 

 

Who is #UpForSchool? 

#UpForSchool is led by A World at School – a unique global coalition working together to get every child into 

school and learning. It brings together young people, NGOs, civil society, teachers, faith-based organisations 

and more than 100 of the world’s leading businesses demanding action on education. 

 

If you have any questions, we are here to help. Please email us at eyapakistan@itacec.org. 

http://www.internationalwomensday.com/
http://www.internationalwomensday.com/external.asp?uid=&url=http://www.un.org/womenwatch/feature/iwd/iwdarchives.html
http://www.globaleducationfirst.org/files/Youth_Resolution_print.pdf
http://www.globaleducationfirst.org/youthadvocacygroup.html
http://issuu.com/globaleducationfirst/docs/youth_advocacy_toolkit_full_large
http://www.aworldatschool.org/
http://plan-international.org/
http://www.globaleducationfirst.org/youthadvocacygroup.html
http://www.aworldatschool.org/
http://www.upforschool.org/
file:///C:/Users/2GBCE.PC/Downloads/eyapakistan@itacec.org

