
 

Every child has a right to an education.  At the United Nations in 2000, world leaders committed to the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and made a promise to get every child into school by 2015. Yet with less 
than a year until the MDG deadline, there are still 58 million girls and boys around the world who do not go to 
school. 
 

In Pakistan alone, there are 5.5 million children who are being denied their right to an education – a right that 
was acknowledged in constitution on 19 April 2010 under Article 25A: “The state shall provide free and 
compulsory education to all children of the age of 5 to 16 years in such a manner as may be determined by law”.  

 

Funding for education remains a challenge. The funding gap to achieve universal primary education is 26 billion 
dollars. And although Pakistan is one of the countries with the most out of school children in the world, it is also 
one of the lowest spenders on education, with the government allocating only 2% of GDP.  

 

A World at School is committed to help secure the right of every child in the world to go to school and learn. With 
the help of Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi (ITA), a key partner of A World at School, we hope to allow all children in 
Pakistan the opportunity to fulfill their potential through education.  

 
Who we are 
 
A World at School 

 A World at School is a unique global coalition working together to get every child into school and 
learning 

 Launched in 2013, we are now a movement from more than 250 civil society, teacher, faiths, youth, 
business, international and non-governmental organisations – here to demand action on education. 

 We provide a central digital hub where information is provided, campaign messages shared and global 
attention brought to cases of injustice and attacks on schools and school children 

 A World at School has become a catalyst for action and change and has been involved in a variety of 
public digital campaign actions including #IamMalala, #BringBackourGirls, #Safeschools in Syria and Gaza 
and is now leading #UpForSchool which connects all the different countries and issues together under 
one banner 

 A World at School champions include its founder, Sarah Brown; the UN Special Envoy for Global 
Education, Gordon Brown; UN agencies; the Global Partnership for Education; and the Global Business 
Coalition for Education, which works with private sector companies to invest in education. 

 
Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi 

 ITA is a public trust established in 2000 with a dedication to promoting education for the citizens of 
Pakistan 

 It actively pursues universal access and standard setting in education as a comprehensive learning 
experience for human evolution and consciousness 

 Through advocacy, research, and professional development, ITA works on all levels – from governments 
to civil society, including institutions, NGOs, multilateral and bilateral agencies, businesses, and 
networks and alliances 

 ITA has mobilised more than two million signatures, through the Right to Education advocacy campaign, 
in support of Article 25A – free and compulsory education in Pakistan.   
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Addressing the 2015 Challenge: 
 
Our commitment to our goal is unwavering: get as many children into school and learning by the end of 2015.  
This year as part of our efforts, A World at School has launched a number of global campaigns and programmes –  
below is an overview of what’s happening in Pakistan, led by our partner ITA.  

 
Education Youth Ambassadors (EYA) programme  
The EYA programme will be a catalyst for youth leadership and action for education in Pakistan. The young 
people will focus not only on raising their voices and mobilising others to take action for education in Pakistan - 
they will also work with A World at School's Global Youth Ambassadors (GYAs) to form a wider movement to get 
all children into school and learning. There are currently 500 GYAs working in 85 countries around the world. 
 
The EYAs will campaign in their schools and communities in Pakistan, write blogs and news stories, and drive the 
global #UpForSchool Petition in Pakistan. 
 
#UpForSchool Petition 
The #UpForSchool campaign is a universal petition to bring together everyone who shares the common belief 
that every child has the right to go to school, without danger and without discrimination.  Young people from 
around the world are already making their voices heard and are putting pressure on world leaders to keep their 
promise to achieve universal education by 2015. The campaign seeks to build the world’s biggest petition in 
history and create a message that cannot be ignored. 
 
The #UpForSchool petition has already been backed by a unique group of key allies, to include businesses, 
influential individuals, world leaders, youth, faith groups, NGOs and civil society. UN Secretary- General Ban Ki-
moon, Former UK Prime Minister Gordon Brown, and Nobel prize-winner Malala Yousafzai are amongst those 
that have shown their support.  
 
ITA has pledged to collect 3 million signatures in Pakistan, largely through the EYA programme and ASER surveys.  
 

#EducationCountdown  
The #EducationCountdown was launched in August 2014 as part of A World at School’s efforts to accelerate the 

progress to achieve Millennium Development Goal (MDG) 2 of universal education. It forms a global movement to 

marshal the political will and financing needed to tackle the barriers that keep children from school. This means 

providing education in war-torn areas, protecting girls from child marriage, making sure children are at school and not 

at work, ending discrimination against girls, and ensuring enough teachers are trained. For example, one of the ways in 

which we hope to address child marriages in Pakistan is to create the first ever child marriage-free zone.  

 

Every 100 days the #EducationCountdown will 

address these key barriers to learning for all 

children and deliver results against collective 

milestones and targets developed in consultation 

with key stakeholders throughout the campaign.  

 

For more information on A World at School and 

ITA visit: 

www.aworldatschool.org 

www.rtepakistan.org 

 

 
 

First child marriage-free zone to be established in Pakistan 
 
The Child Marriage Restraint Act 2013 was recently passed in 
Sindh to raise the age of marriage for both girls and boys to 
18. In the province of Sindh, district Matiari, a child marriage-
free zone is being established by A World at School and ITA, in 
collaboration with HANDS – mobilising youth, media, and 
parliamentarians for the implementation of both Article 25A 
and the Child Marriage Restraint Act 2013. This will be carried 
out through legislation, awareness, and advocacy work. The 
Alliance Against Child Marriage will also join the campaign. 
 

http://www.aworldatschool.org/
http://www.rtepakistan.org/

